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certified mail. Issuance of the order 
under this subparagraph constitutes 
final Corps action for purposes of judi-
cial review. 

(7) The DE shall provide written no-
tice of the issuance, modification and 
issuance, or withdrawal of the proposed 
order to every person who submitted 
written comments on the proposed 
order. 

(8) The notice shall include a state-
ment of the right to judicial review and 
of the procedures and deadlines for ob-
taining judicial review. The notice 
shall also note the right of a com-
menter to petition for a hearing pursu-
ant to 33 CFR 326.6(c)(3) if no hearing 
was previously held. 

(k) Effective date of order. (1) Any 
final order issued under this subpart 
shall become effective 30 calendar days 
following its issuance unless an appeal 
is taken pursuant to section 309(g)(8) of 
the Clean Water Act, or in the case 
where no hearing was held prior to the 
final order, and a petition for hearing 
is filed by a prior commenter. 

(2) If a petition for hearing is re-
ceived within 30 days after the final 
order is issued, the DE shall: 

(i) Review the evidence presented by 
the petitioner. 

(ii) If the evidence is material and 
was not considered in the issuance of 
the order, the DE shall immediately 
set aside the final order and schedule a 
hearing. In that case, a hearing will be 
held, a new recommendation will be 
made by the Presiding Officer to the 
DE and a new final decision issued by 
the DE. 

(iii) If the DE denies a hearing under 
this subparagraph, the DE shall pro-
vide to the petitioner, and publish in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, notice of, and 
the reasons for, such denial. 

(l) Judicial review. (1) Any permittee 
against whom a final order assessing a 
civil penalty under these regulations or 
any person who provided written com-
ments on a proposed order may obtain 
judicial review of the final order. 

(2) In order to obtain judicial review, 
the permittee or commenter must file 
a notice of appeal in the United States 
District Court for either the District of 
Columbia, or the district in which the 
violation was alleged to have occurred, 

within 30 calendar days after the date 
of issuance of the final order. 

(3) Simultaneously with the filing of 
the notice of appeal, the permittee or 
commenter must send a copy of such 
notice by certified mail to the DE and 
the Attorney General. 

[54 FR 50709, Dec. 8, 1989, as amended at 69 
FR 35518, June 25, 2004] 
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§ 327.1 Purpose. 
This regulation prescribes the policy, 

practice and procedures to be followed 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
the conduct of public hearings con-
ducted in the evaluation of a proposed 
DA permit action or Federal project as 
defined in § 327.3 of this part including 
those held pursuant to section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) 
and section 103 of the Marine Protec-
tion, Research and Sanctuaries Act 
(MPRSA), as amended (33 U.S.C. 1413). 

§ 327.2 Applicability. 
This regulation is applicable to all 

divisions and districts responsible for 
the conduct of public hearings. 

§ 327.3 Definitions. 
(a) Public hearing means a public pro-

ceeding conducted for the purpose of 
acquiring information or evidence 
which will be considered in evaluating 
a proposed DA permit action, or Fed-
eral project, and which affords the pub-
lic an opportunity to present their 
views, opinions, and information on 
such permit actions or Federal 
projects. 
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(b) Permit action, as used herein 
means the evaluation of and decision 
on an application for a DA permit pur-
suant to sections 9 or 10 of the Rivers 
and Harbors Act of 1899, section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act, or section 103 of 
the MPRSA, as amended, or the modi-
fication, suspension or revocation of 
any DA permit (see 33 CFR 325.7). 

(c) Federal project means a Corps of 
Engineers project (work or activity of 
any nature for any purpose which is to 
be performed by the Chief of Engineers 
pursuant to Congressional authoriza-
tions) involving the discharge of 
dredged or fill material into waters of 
the United States or the transpor-
tation of dredged material for the pur-
pose of dumping it in ocean waters sub-
ject to section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act, or section 103 of the MPRSA. 

§ 327.4 General policies. 
(a) A public hearing will be held in 

connection with the consideration of a 
DA permit application or a Federal 
project whenever a public hearing is 
needed for making a decision on such 
permit application or Federal project. 
In addition, a public hearing may be 
held when it is proposed to modify or 
revoke a permit. (See 33 CFR 325.7). 

(b) Unless the public notice specifies 
that a public hearing will be held, any 
person may request, in writing, within 
the comment period specified in the 
public notice on a DA permit applica-
tion or on a Federal project, that a 
public hearing be held to consider the 
material matters at issue in the permit 
application or with respect to Federal 
project. Upon receipt of any such re-
quest, stating with particularity the 
reasons for holding a public hearing, 
the district engineer may expeditiously 
attempt to resolve the issues infor-
mally. Otherwise, he shall promptly set 
a time and place for the public hearing, 
and give due notice thereof, as pre-
scribed in § 327.11 of this part. Requests 
for a public hearing under this para-
graph shall be granted, unless the dis-
trict engineer determines that the 
issues raised are insubstantial or there 
is otherwise no valid interest to be 
served by a hearing. The district engi-
neer will make such a determination in 
writing, and communicate his reasons 
therefor to all requesting parties. Com-

ments received as form letters or peti-
tions may be acknowledged as a group 
to the person or organization respon-
sible for the form letter or petition. 

(c) In case of doubt, a public hearing 
shall be held. HQDA has the discre-
tionary power to require hearings in 
any case. 

(d) In fixing the time and place for a 
hearing, the convenience and necessity 
of the interested public will be duly 
considered. 

§ 327.5 Presiding officer. 

(a) The district engineer, in whose 
district a matter arises, shall normally 
serve as the presiding officer. When the 
district engineer is unable to serve, he 
may designate the deputy district engi-
neer or other qualified person as pre-
siding officer. In cases of unusual inter-
est, the Chief of Engineers or the divi-
sion engineer may appoint such person 
as he deems appropriate to serve as the 
presiding officer. 

(b) The presiding officer shall include 
in the administrative record of the per-
mit action the request or requests for 
the hearing and any data or material 
submitted in justification thereof, ma-
terials submitted in opposition to or in 
support of the proposed action, the 
hearing transcript, and such other ma-
terial as may be relevant or pertinent 
to the subject matter of the hearing. 
The administrative record shall be 
available for public inspection with the 
exception of material exempt from dis-
closure under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. 

§ 327.6 Legal adviser. 

At each public hearing, the district 
counsel or his designee may serve as 
legal advisor to the presiding officer. 
In appropriate circumstances, the dis-
trict engineer may waive the require-
ment for a legal advisor to be present. 

§ 327.7 Representation. 

At the public hearing, any person 
may appear on his own behalf, or may 
be represented by counsel, or by other 
representatives. 

§ 327.8 Conduct of hearings. 

(a) The presiding officer shall make 
an opening statement outlining the 
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